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Bootheel Bounty:  

From Swampland to Farmland 

John and Carol Fisher write:  

 

We are certainly looking forward to the 2017 Missouri Folklore Conference No-

vember 2-4. This year the conference will be held in Sikeston, Missouri at the 

Americas Best Value Inn & Suites. The address is 220 S Interstate Dr. We have 

all of the meeting rooms at the hotel reserved. We can have three simultaneous 

sessions if needed plus there is an additional room we can use for the book 

room. We have 40 rooms reserved until October 5. All rooms are suites. Some 

of the rooms have two bedrooms with a sitting area between. The price will be 

$73.52 per room including tax. A continental breakfast is available for those 

staying at the hotel. Phone number: 573-471-9700 ð tell them you are with the 

Missouri Folklore Society. 
 



Some of the things we have lined up at this point: 

 

Thursday Afternoon: 

 Quilting Demonstration & try your hand at quilting The plan is to have a quilt  com-

pleted during the conference. It will then be bound, etc and sold at the 2018  auction. 

 Board Meeting 

 

Dinner: 

 Speaker: Dr. Frank Nickell, State Historical Society of Missouri, Cape Girardeau- 

 ñBootheel Historyò 

 

Jam session 

 

Friday Morning: 

 Presentation sessions 

 

Lunch: 

 Speaker: Jeff Grunwald, New Madrid Historical Museum Director 

  

Friday Afternoon: 

 Sessions 

 

Dinner: 

 Speaker: Andy Cohen, blues guitarist, Memphis, Tennessee 

 

Auction/Jam Session  

 

Saturday Morning: 

 Sessions 

 General Meeting 

 

Lunch at Lambertôs (not in-

cluded in registration fee) 
 



Other things we are working on: 

 

 Denise Dowling--Trail of Tears 

 Mike Comer, Site Director, Hunter-Dawson Home--Civil War 

 Front Porch Players--hammered dulcimer group 

 Barney Hartline and Terry Wright--friends of Jim Hickham. Radio show of folk 

 music on local public radio 

 Demonstration of roping & Sikeston Jaycee Rodeo History 

 Rides in a mule drawn wagon 

 Display of cotton  production photographs and other items (pick sack, cotton 

 scales, etc. 

 Dulcimer maker--Gary Dudley 

 beekeeping presentation--Grant Gillard 

 line dancing class??--Lonny and Pauline Thiele 

 Patty House--presentation on Red Rover, first U. S. Navy hospital ship; built for 

 Confederates in Cape Girardeau; captured at New Madrid and converted to  

 hospital ship 

 All of those wonderful presentations made by attendees 

 A caterer has been secured to provide a soup & sandwich lunch Friday; exploring 

 possibilities for Thursday and Friday evenings. 



Area Museums and Places of Interest to Visit 

 

 Sikeston Depot Museum & Art Gallery 

 Sikeston historic homes 

 New Madrid Historical Museum--New Madrid 

 Hunter-Dawson State Historical Site--New Madrid 

 Star and Stripes Museum--Bloomfield 

 Veterans Cemetery and Civil War Cemetery--Bloomfield 

 Sharecroppers Demonstration Marker--Highway 60 east of Charleston 

 River Ridge Winery, Commerce, MO  

 Southeast Missouri State University Museum 

 Bollinger Mill State Historic Site 

 Trail of Tears State Park 

 Mingo National Wildlife Refuge--Puxico, Missouri 

 Big Oak Tree State Park--East Prairie, Missouri 

 Towosahgy State Historic Site--East Prairie, Missouri 
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Financial Statement Jan.1 to Dec. 31, 2016 

 

INCOME 

           2015      2016           

        

Membership Dues    $1,355.00            $1,275.00  

Annual Meeting     $6,519.50            $3,700.50  

Donations, Grants         $18.00     $3,525.00     

Sales         $690.00     $489.50        

Interest           $50.08            $50.43          

Miscellaneous                                 

Refund           

  Total   $8,612.58                $9,030.53 

 

EXPENSES 

 

Journal Printing     $4,869.71  $5,838.81      

  

Newsletter Printing          

Annual Meeting                 $5,446.39               $7,823.44    

Refunds                       

Postage         $639.17                 $1,083.94   

Awards         $165.87              

Supplies             $122.74              $40.00               

Miscellaneous          $20.00             

 

  Total              $10,955.27            $14,786.19 

 

 

Checking Account Balance 12-31-2015  $23,613.20 

CD                       12-31-2015  $18,921.86 

Schroeder Endowment Fund CD   $14,618.96     

Total Account Balance       12-31-2015  $57,154.02 

 

 

Checking Account Balance 12-30-2016  $19,984.21 

CD                       12-30-2016  $18,950.31  

Schroeder Endowment Fund CD   $14,640.94    

Total Account Balance       12-30-2016  $53,575.46 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Dave Para 

 

 



Minutes: Missouri Folklore Society Board Meeting, 

Saturday April 1, 2017 

Daniel Boone Public Library (Columbia) 

 

Present: Adam Davis, Andrea Davis, Neal Delmonico, Sharon Brock, Jon Fisher, Carol Fish-

er, Linda McCollum, George McCollum, Don Carlson, Mim Carlson, Ken Burch, Janelle 

Burch, Lyn Woolz, Susan Bryson, Cathy Barton, Dave Para, LuAnne Roth, Meredith Rau, 

Brett Rogers, Sam Griffin 

 

Benefit for Sam Griffin Motherôs Day weekend; Cathy announces for Turner Hall in Boon-

ville, May 13 

 

Call to order 10:15: co-presidents Jon and Carol Fisher, Ken and Janelle Burch 

 

Introductions 

 

Minutes from November meeting in Kirksville (Thursday & Saturday sessions) 2016 Winner 

of the Adolf and Rebecca Schroeder Scholarship ($125 award):  Lewis N. Dunham (Truman 

State University), ñFolklore of Coming Out Stories: Self-Realization and Self-Revelationò 

Resolution to issue check: moved Sharon Brock, passed. 

 

Treasurerôs report: Dave Para. Moved Linda McCollum, second Sharon Brock.  

 

Plans for 2017 ï John & Carol Fisher: Sikeston. Jon Fisher distributed a handout with notes 

on plans ï 40 hotel rooms  blocked off, $73 w/ continental breakfast, meeting rooms for three 

concurrent sessions possible. Meals lining up. Quilting demonstration Thursday evening. Dr. 

Frank Nickell to speak on Thursday on Bootheel history. Jam session, then Denise Dowling 

from Trail of Tears State Park Friday morning. Jeff Grunwald on the New Madrid earthquake. 

Andy Cohen on Friday evening. We want him to bring his dulciola. Marimbula to be availa-

ble to play. We need to start drumming up papers. Tom Neumyer is writing a book on Missis-

sippi River ghost stories. Lambertôs caf® doesnôt take reservations, doesnôt cater, doesnôt take 

credit cards. Propose lunch after the Saturday meeting. Mike Comer (sp?) director of the 

Hunter Dawson home will present on Cicil War uniforms. Barney Hartline and Terry Wright 

(friends of Jim Hickhamôs) will play. Front Porch Players (Hammered Dulcimers) Roping 

demonstrations by rodeo experts. Muledrawn wagon rides possible. Display of photographs 

related to cotton culture. Gary Dudley is a mountain dulcimer maker. Rev. Grant Dillard is a 

beekeeper. Pauline Thiele might give a line-dancing class. Brett on black schools and field-

work. Adam will try to get in touch with SEMO again. We will comp students who show up. 

CFP should go out by beginning of May.  

 

Plans for 2018 ï Meredith Rau (Annie Fuller, co-president):  

Washington, MO Meeting with director of tourism next week. Beginning to line up some 

events, perhaps a brewfest. Beautiful town, right on the train from St Louis to Jefferson City. 



Publications report: 

 

Journals: Adam Davis, Betsy Delmonico, Neal Delmonico  

Betsy and Neal have finished 33/34 (2011/12) on public folklore. Ed by Lisa Higgins, about 

168 pages. Essays by Rachel Gholson and Gladys Coggswell, and an interview with Howard 

Marshall. Adam reports that Jim Vandergriff would still like to work on his ancestressô civil 

war memoir, though his recovery is slow. Norma Cantu is still on for a collection of Latinx 

studies. Adam and LuAnne want to collate a collection on new folklore, new folklorists. Pro-

ceedings volume from Kirksville in the works. Neal notes that we usually have book reviews 

and obits. Lyn says itôs editorôs option. How to solicit book reviews? We need a book review 

editor. Adam can put a solicitation on the website. We need an obit for Ellen Grey Massey. 

Lyn is finishing the 40-year index to MFSJ. She has also been in touch with the EBSCO peo-

ple. Problem remaining with back issues. This contract covers from Lorettaôs issue forward. 

Neal will be the contact person providing full text for the MLA. Adam to provide Jimôs scans 

of the first seventeen issues. Previous editors who have .doc or .pdf files to be solicited.  

 

Newsletter, Website, Missouri Folklore Studies ï Adam Davis 

 

Notes from Lyn Wolz: indexes, Ebsco/Hathi Trust; recording project Lyn reported on the re-

cording project. The archives at Western Historical Manuscripts are in process of catgalogu-

ing, and man y items have yet to be collected or filed, but it doesnôt look good. Perhaps a 

grant to digitize and catalogue? Meanwhile, perhaps we ask those who have professional re-

cordings to make them available.  

 

Items from the floor:  

Adam shared greetings from Jan Brunvand, Jim Vandergriff, and Carol reported on her recent 

visit with Becky.  

 

Big Muddy tickets still available.  

 

Amazing quilt exhibit in the library lobby. 

 

John Fisher has a new book coming out April 23 on Missouri swampland conversion.  

 

Adjournment 11:45 am 



Adam Davis was interviewed by Atlas Obscura on the question of why we represent out-

house doors as having crescent-moon cutouts.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/outhouses-crescent-moons   


