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Get ready for the 2014 meeting  

at the Isle of Capri Casino in Boonville 
 



"Native Nations, Boonslick Traditionsò is our theme. We welcome any subject 

ranging from Native history and traditions  (such as the atlatl demo or presenta-

tions about the Missourias, Osage, Ioway, Sac and Fox, etc.) to any subject rele-

vant to mid-Missouri, such as Boonslick quilting traditions, storytelling, railroad 

lore, black folklore and folk art, German presence in mid-Missouri, etc.    

 

We have some interesting speakers lined up, including Greg Olson talking about 

the Ioways, Mike Dickey speaking about the Missourias and perhaps the Osage 

as well, Mary Barile presenting a talk on Boonslick ghost stories, Ralph Duren 

presenting a very animated demo of bird calls and animal calls.  We will hopeful-

ly be able to tour the DAR headquarters in Boonville, and a few other historically 

significant homes as well.  This will all be finalized in August.   

 

The meeting will be held at the Isle of Capri Hotel and Casino in Boonville. Isle 

hotel room prices are $69 for Thursday and $109 for Friday. They will hold a 

block of rooms, but if those are all sold, those prices will still be available. They 

release the block 14 days before the event. I have included the phone number on 

the registration form (see the last page of this newsletter), and that is the general 

number for the Isle as well. I have put an Oct. 15 deadline for registration forms. 

They will want to know a meal count a week or so before the time. 

 

We're planning the Board meeting at 4 p.m. at the Isle on Thursday, with dinner at 

6:30 catered by Settlers Inn, but at First Presbyterian Church, 417 Vine St., with 

program and music there as well. Friday will be a plate lunch at the Isle, and Fri-

day dinner will be a buffet there, too. 

 

Mark your calendars and send in your proposals! Look forward to seeing you in 

Boonville!  -co-organizers Cathy Barton, Dave Para and Brett Rogers 

http://missourifolkloresociety.truman.edu/2014%20meeting.htm 



   

We were sad to learn that Ellen Gray Massey, the inimitable Ozarks teacher 

and author, has died. If she were known for nothing else but editing 

"Bittersweet, the Ozark Quarterly Magazine," that would be plenty. For ten 

years, she encouraged her students at Lebanon High School to interview their 

elders and document regional stories and traditions. "The concept of Bitter-

sweet was cultural journalism and experiential education (learning while do-

ing). The goal of the publication was to learn all aspects of running a busi-

ness and at the same time, learn about the Ozarks, its geography, crafts, lore 

and the people who live there." Mrs. Massey was an award-winning author, a 

well-regarded teacher of children and adults, and a long-time member of the 

Missouri Folklore Society. She will certainly be missed, though because of 

her, so much of the Ozark regional culture has been recorded for posterity." 

 

 -Lisa Higgins, for the Missouri Folk Arts Program 



Especially for faculty and their students: 

The Dolf and Becky Schroeder Foundation Folklore Scholarships 

General Guidelines for Undergraduate and Graduate Scholarships: 

The Foundation provides two $125 scholarships, one for an undergraduate and one for a graduate student.  

The applicant must be a student at a college or university in Missouri or have a mentor who is a member of 

the Missouri Folklore Society.  S/he must have a demonstrated interest in doing folklore or folklife research 

which impacts this state.  The interest may be as traditionally Missourian as Ozark fiddles, or as freshly 

Missourian as Hindu icons in Kansas City.  The impact may be as narrow as that of a La Llorona legend on 

Boone Countyôs Hispanic students or as global as internet emoticons.  The intent of the scholarship is to 

honor Dolf and Becky Schroeder for their extraordinary leadership and deep humanity; their commitment to 

the MFS and to folklore studies should serve as a model for Schroeder Foundation Scholars. 

The student, whether undergraduate or graduate, must demonstrate progress on a suitable project, and the 

project must include a field research component.  Though this research need not be conducted within the 

state, its interest to Missouri folklorists must be easily deducible.  If the student and mentor recognize a pro-

jectôs folklore dimensions, the project itself may be done in some other discipline; it may satisfy require-

ments in a music, education, history, womenôs studies or industrial arts class, for example, or function as a 

capstone in an interdisciplinary studies program. 

 

The student must submit: 

a resume, including date of planned graduation and degree expected; 

a two or three page description of the project thus far completed together with an indication of the current 

stage of the work*; and expected date of completion of the project. 

a letter of support from a mentor; 

a signed note recognizing the responsibility of the scholarship winner to present the results of the work at a 

Missouri Folklore Society Conference in either the current or following year. 

*If the work has been completed, the applicant should append a copy of the resulting paper or powerpoint, 

etc. 

Deadlines: 

Deadline for applications is October 13. 

Awards will be announced at the Missouri Folklore Society Conference in November. 

Electronic submissions to bdelmoni@truman.edu re especially appreciated. Snailmail is also acceptable. 

Please use the subject or attn lines to identify the mailing as a submission to the  

DOLF & BECKY SCHROEDER COMPETITION 

Send to: Dr. Betsy Delmonico, Department of English 

Truman State University, 100 Normal St., Kirksville, MO 63501 



Dario Foôs deep immersion in folk and popular culture poses a special challenge for the 

critic. In order to understand Foôs creative oeuvre, one must be versed not only in the his-

tory of modern drama, but also the culture and scholarship of storytelling, festival, and 

popular entertainments in Italy and the wider world that inspired him. Antonio Scuderi, 

whose previous work has opened to us the energizing force of Foôs popular vision, is 

more than equal to the task. He moves adroitly from buffo to Bateson, the grotesque to 

Gramsci, tale-telling to Turner in illuminating the dynamics of Foôs plays and, equally im-

portantly, of his performance. Dario Fo: Framing, Festival, and the Folkloric Imagina-

tion is a masterful and illuminating work, an indispensable key to Foôs creative and criti-

cal achievement. 

 

ðRichard Bauman, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Indiana UniversityïBloomington 

A new study by Antonio Scuderi, 

professor of Italian at Truman 

State University 

 

http://www.amazon.es/Dario-Fo-

Festival-Folkloric-Imagination/

dp/0739151118 



MFS member Kent Bone was among those interviewed for a program 

NPR did on the Paw-Paw French that once dominated the Old Mines 

district. Read the story here ð thereôs also a link to the audio version: 

http://www.npr.org/2014/09/23/349853440/saving-a-french-dialect-that-once-echoed-in-

ozarks?

utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnew

s&utm_content=20140923 

 

 

Anyone interested in the history, culture, and French heritage of the 

Old Mines community will be interested in a new website dedicated 

exclusively to Old Mines.  The site, at www.oldmines.org, is an on-

going project directed by Dr. Will Thompson, a French professor at 

the University of Memphis, who has visited the area extensively, and 

has received a grant to collect materials and create a digital archive 

of resources of interest to anyone interested in this subject.  There is 

also a new Facebook page associated with the site at 

www.facebook.com/oldminesfrench.  Anyone interested in contrib-

uting to this project (or simply learning more) can get involved by 

sending an email to oldminesmissouri@gmail.com.   



Go here for a page on the wrought iron cemetery-crosses Kent dis-

cussed at our meeting last year: 

http://missourifolkloresociety.truman.edu/beaulne.html 



 

A Burst of Song is a collection of traditional tunes performed by the 

late and much-missed Adolf Schroeder. Follow the link below to 

find out how to purchase your own copy -- most of the material rec-

orded when Dolf was in his 96th year. 

http://missourifolkloresociety.truman.edu/schroederCD.htm  

 

The Kansas Folklore Society 

is bestirring itself under the 

leadership of Mike Watowa. 

You can get in touch with him 

at watowa96@gmail.com   

 

 

Theyôll be meeting October 4-5 at Pioneer Bluffs near Matfield Green 

in Chase County, Kansas. Mike invited the group in advance to reflect 

on ñcultural markers,ò referencing the Smithsonian Institutionôs online 

guide to Folklife and Oral History Interviewing: www.folklife.si.edu 



The last time I was at Pioneer Bluffs was for a Prairie Talk [with cul-

tural guide Pete Sauble] in the barn; while waiting for things to get 

started I noticed what was left of a set of work harness.  Of course, the 

harness was marker enough--of the culture/work it represented.  It may 

have hung there for decades, but its condition from use, leathers dried 

and cracked, breaks and mends, all spoke to the ingenuity of plain(s) 

folk.   But what 

caught my attention 

was the pegs on 

which the harness 

had been hung--

could have been 

decades before even 

I was born.  These 

pegs were mounted 

to the wall with a 

hole drilled through 

the plank.  But when 

I looked closer at the pegs themselves I realized they were whittled 

down from what had obviously been broken axe handles.  This entire vi-

gnette had something to suggest to me about the needs, the skills, and 

the thrift of the folks using that harness.  It made me curious about what 

stories they would have to tell.   I hope my story--here, provokes you to 

tell a better story of your own.   Incidentally, I've been in plenty of 

barns where busted wet harness was thrown over the side of a stall or 

hay bunk--which suggests to me a whole other story... 


